Requirements for Registration by the Cria Caballar for the

REGISTRO-MATRICULA - The Spanish Stud-Book

     There are two forms of registration by the YM : 1) Resena – simple, which consists of : species, gender, name; state of genital organs; race, sub race, variety; coat color with noticeable markings; age; height or size; brand; use or possible service; date of identification (resena).

     The second is called Resena complicada and is used only for those horses(males) which are destined for reproduction or when there might be a question as to the identity of the horse (male).   These consist of 49 detailed measurements and observations on the horse’s conformation: 14 on the head alone. 11 on the forelegs and  hooves, 4 on the hindlegs and hooves, 2 on the chest,1 each on the neck, withers, shoulder, ribs, back, loin, croup, flank, overall hindquarters (no hip specifications),musculature, robustness, testicles, movement, docility, spirit, breed, aptitude and classification.

     The height is measured in the military manner of "cuartas and dedos" and in meters and millimeters. If the horse does not fall within the categories required as a reproducing equine he is not classified as being "apto" (apt) for reproduction and will not be used as such. Hence if not apt for reproduction, the horse is not eligible for registration in the Registro-Matricula Studbook, as the Spanish Stud-Book is a registry for reproducing horses only. As foals they hold temporary registration in the appendix. At 4 years of age when considered adult the foals are transferred to the Official Registry as mares or stallions. If the stallion is to be used as a reproducer he must be inspected as such with the "resena complicada". If he does not pass, he does not breed. If he is gelded, he is dropped from the Registro-Matricula Studbook, as he is not a reproducer. To avoid this happening, many breeders including the YM , do not request breeding certificates until the horses are much older and more developed--knowing that the Arabian is slower to develop than the PRE (for which the rules were made). This is often the reason that many Arabian stallions are not used until much later in their lives and why there are so few geldings. No matter how incredible a performance horse a gelding may be, placed in the correct hands, if he has been gelded, no longer actively registered, he may not be registered in another country nor participate in shows requiring registration. Hence he cannot be exported or shown. The new Sport Horse Registro-Matricula Studbook may solve this discrepancy in registration of gelded Arabians.

     One must realize that the stringent regulations and time sequence which the Cria Caballar use to judge their national horse, the Andalusian (P.R.E.) are in no way applied to the breeding of purebred Arabians. Whereas all PRE must pass the inspections at the completion of 3 years whether privately or state bred, the Arabians do not have this requirement. However, they must pass the resena complicada in order to breed.

     Without the Certificate of Breeding Permission granted by the Cria Caballar and inspection by officers of the Yeguada Militar, a stallion either privately or state owned/bred is not allowed to propagate in Spain. Some stallions will be allowed to breed privately only (within the owner’s broodmare band only). Some are permitted to breed publicly within their own race/breed. Some are allowed to breed publicly part-breds or grade non-papered horses or donkeys only. The highest classification is to be able to breed publicly all breeds. Although there is no registry for Half-Arabians, there is acknowledgement of half-papered progeny. In Spain, all breeding is strictly supervised.
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